To a solution of 200 mg (0.51 mmol) of (n 3 -C3H 5 )Re(CO) 3 (py) [1] in 10 ml of dichloromethane 43.9 μΐ (0.50 mmol) of trifluoromethane sulfonic acid are added at 273 K. After 20 min to this mixture a solution of 190 mg (1.20 mmol) of 2,2'-bipyrimidine in 10 ml of dichloromethane is added dropwise at 273 K. After another 10 min the orange mixture is allowed to warm up to room temperature and after 1.5 h a yellow precipitate is formed which is separated, washed with n-pentane and dried in vacuo (yield 170 mg, 52 %; mp 403 Κ -405 Κ. Crystals were obtained from a dichloromethane/acetone solution which was overlayed with n-pentane.
Protonation of η -allylrhenium complexes (η -allyl)Re(CO)3L by strong acids to generate double unsaturated, 14 electron cations "ReiCObL*" and subsequent addition of other ligands L' is a general method for the synthesis of complexes [Re(CO)3LL '2] + [1] [2] [3] . Other methods include abstraction of chloride from chloro rhenium carbonyls using silver salts [4, 5] . In the cation, the three CO ligands have the fac geometry as it was observed for other complexes of this type, e.g. in [Re(CO) 3 [4, 6] . The comparable Re-C and Re-N bond lengths in the title complex are very similar to that in the latter cations. (7) 0.07 (8) 0.06 (7) 0.07 (7) 0.03 (6) 0.03 (6) 0.03(6) C (7) 21 -0.32 ( (9) 0.05 (7) 0.10 (9) -0.01(6) 0.02 (7) 0.02 (6) 
